CHINGFORD MODEL FLYING CLUB

EST. c. 1936

CHINGFORD PLAIN: SITE RULES
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FLYING STRIP BOUNDARY & DESIGNATED PILOT AREAS
The flying boundary is indicated by the white dotted lines
above. The black dotted lines are forest paths. The boundary
follows three paths, the access path to the rear and two paths

at either side.

We fly just past the tree line at the front. Everywhere outside of
the dotted line is a no fly zone including the pilot box, pit and
safety officer parking area. Maximum flying altitude is

400ft (122m).

To the right is a close-up of the strip. It shows the Pilot Box for
fixed wing pilots to stand in. Take-off and landing is on the
Fixed Wing Strip. Next to the Pilot Box is a small box marked
‘MR’, the Multi Rotor Pilot Box for FPV drone pilots. In front of it
marked MRTL is the Multi Rotor Take-off and Landing Strip for

FPV drones.

Below the Fixed Wing Strip is a large shaded area for Multi
Rotor line-of-sight flying. LOS drone pilots fly inside this area
including take off and landing. Within this area is a dotted line
which shows the Helicopter Practice Hover Patch for helicopter
pilots to practice hovering in. For normal flight helicopter pilots
will stand in the main Pilot Box.

PIT
All aircraft must be kept in the Pit area when not flying. No

flying over the Pit area at any time.

SAFETY OFFICER/
DISABLED P?RKING L

FLYING BOUNDARY
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PERMITTED FLYERS

Members should carry their membership card and Epping
Forest Permit with them in case of a request to verify

their right to fly. Only CMFC and Enfield members are allowed

to fly here.

A guest may fly if agreed by a committee member or club
safety officer. They may evaluate their flying ability, insurance
and any other issue that might concern them. A guest should
apply for membership if they wish to fly more regularly.

If a guest is someone applying for membership the committee
will arrange to meet them and organise a training flight if the
applicant is considered suitable. Up to three flight dates may
be allowed before they would need to apply for membership.

PARKING

There is paid car parking in Bury Road managed by ‘RingGo'.
Our flying strip is a 5 minute walk away. There is a parking area
at the strip for the designated Safety Officer and one other
member if they are a ‘blue badge’ holder registered with the
club. Enfield Model Flying Club also have site access for their

Safety Officer.

Only one Safety Officer car is allowed on site at any time so
first to arrive will get the parking spot.

Affiliated to the B.M.F.A Club number: 55
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FLYING TIMES
All week: flying is permitted between 10:30am to sunset.
Night flying is not allowed.

AIRCRAFT

Aircraft must comply with CAA Article 16. Aircraft with a take-
off mass greater than 25kg are not permitted. We do not allow
jets.

Aircraft should adhere to reasonable noise levels to avoid
unduly disturbing visitors to the Plain. Excessively loud
engines may be scrutinised by the club’'s committee. If the
pilot cannot rectify the problem the committee may request
that the aircraft stops flying. The committee reserve the right
to vet and exclude any aircraft for reasons of public safety.

Reasons for exclusion might be the difficulty an aircraft may
have in landing safely on our strip, being too fast to be safely
flown within our flying boundaries or being judged to exceed
the skill level of the pilot.

All new or repaired aircraft should be checked by the Safety
Officer. A range check should always be done. All models are
subject to random safety checks by the Safety officer.

You must have your ‘Operators Number’ visible on the outside
of your aircraft.

PIT PROTOCOL

All aircraft are to face outwards from the Pit area. Engine
tuning is done at the rear of the Pit area. If you experience
problems you should not spend undue time adjusting your
engine on site. Otherwise you may be asked to leave and set it
up elsewhere. When starting a motor all persons should be
behind the propeller with the exception of the pilot if using an
engine starter. Aircraft should be tethered where appropriate.

No smoking is permitted in the vicinity of inflammable fuels
and materials.

Children must be closely supervised at all times and must not
be allowed to run around the pit area or runways.

TRANSMITTER REQUIREMENTS

All aircraft should have a failsafe set to cut throttle if control is
lost. Drones should either (in order of preference) return to
home, level out and land or cut throttle and disarm. Failsafes
to be checked prior to flight by switching the transmitter off
whilst the model is restrained. For general safety a throttle
cut should also be assigned to a transmitter switch.

FILMING

To comply with the City of London Corporation who manage
Chingford Plain, airborne video recording/photography is not
allowed but you may use a camera for the purpose of flying
FPV*. You must always have a designated spotter. This applies
to all aircraft types. You may not retain any airborne video
from your flight.

FLYING

All standard warning calls must be made for taking off,
landing, crossing the strip, requesting permission to join the
flight line, a low pass, permission to retrieve an aircraft if

Affiliated to the B.M.F.A Club number: 55

others are flying. This is for the safety of your fellow members
and members of the public.

Members flying without due care may receive a friendly
warning from the Safety Officer. They may be offered help to
improve their technique but if improvements are not made, a
member may, for a time, be excluded from the site.

All pilots must observe the established flight line and stand in
the designated area whilst flying. Any variation to suit daily
conditions may be made by the Club’s safety officers. Any
spectators must remain in the spectators’ area whilst flying is
in progress.

If a member should stray beyond the flying boundary other
members should warn them of their error with the instruction
‘flying off site”. The flyer should take immediate action and
bring the aircraft back inside the flying boundary. Deliberately
ignoring warnings from fellow members may lead to expulsion
from the club.

Should an aircraft go out of control, the first priority must be
the safety of persons with the second being avoidance of
damage to property. A warning such as ‘dead-stick’, or ‘loss of
control’ is to be shouted by the pilot which is to be taken up by
other members.

SOLO FLYING
Solo flying is not allowed at Chingford Plain.

SAFETY OFFICER

There must be a minimum of two people on site when flying.
One should be a designated Safety Officer wearing a yellow hi-
vis vest with the words ‘Safety Officer’ on the back. The club
appointed Safety Officer will usually perform this role.

If they are not available another person must step in as Acting
Safety Officer wearing a similar hi-vis vest. If no one agrees to
take on this role you cannot fly. The Acting Safety Officer should
be a club member but can also be an Enfield club member if
they agree to perform the role. The loan of one of our spare hi-
vis vests can be requested from the club committee.

ACTING SAFETY OFFICER

When you take on this role you should warn members who are
flying of potential hazards like members of the public crossing
the flying strip or proximity of animals or low flying aircraft etc.

If an aircraft flies out of control and is lost beyond our flying
boundaries, gather as much information as you can, time and
date, who was present what occurred, weather conditions and
take photos if helpful and pass it on to the club Safety Officer or
Club Secretary so that we can pass the information on to the
relevant authority.

You should also report incidents with fellow members or the
public that might lead to investigation by other parties e.g.
plane strikes or injuries or physical confrontations. If damage
is caused to the site by our activities it should be reported to
the Safety Officer or Secretary who will contact the landowner.

Founded c. 1936 www.chingfordmfc.co.uk
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SITE SAFETY FOR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS
When we have children or vulnerable adults on site there will
be a need for all members to take extra care not to cause
danger or upset to them. Children or vulnerable adults will at
all times be accompanied by their parent or appointed
guardian. If any issues arise on site the parent/guardian of the
junior/vulnerable adult should bring it to the attention of the
Safety Officer or Acting Safety Officer present. They will report
it to the club committee. Any concerns arising off site can be
communicated directly to any committee member who will
raise it with the full committee. At all committee meetings
concerning juniors and vulnerable adults, minutes will be
taken and provided to the parent/guardian.

DAMAGE TO PROPERTY

If a member or guest should directly cause damage to
another’s model or property, that person will be responsible
for damage incurred. Members may wish to confirm whether
they are covered by their BMFA insurance policy.

GENERAL ETIQUETTE

We are fortunate to have a public site to fly in. It is important
that members recognise their responsibilities for maintaining
good will with Epping Forest Conservators and other visitors
to the Plain.

Members have a responsibility to maintain the standards we
set for flying and general behaviour. Behaviour by any
member likely to cause a hazard to others should be reported
to the committee.

The site should be kept clean and tidy and all litter must be
removed.

ANIMALS

It is not desirable to have animals on site but are permitted if
under the control of their owner. They should be confined to
the safety of the pit area and any injuries they might receive
from other flyers equipment will be the owner’s responsibility.
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GUIDANCE FOR MULTI ROTOR AIRCRAFT & FPV FLYING AT CHINGFORD

Note: Some of the content of the general club rules FPV Flying: The Pilot

are repeated here for clarity, but you should - It is the responsibility of the FPV drone pilot
understand and comply with the full Club Rules who holds primary legal and financial liability
whilst flying as weI_I as all applicable BMFA rules for any accidents, injuries, or property damage,
and recommendations. while the spotter generally bears responsibility

General Safety only if their negligence directly contributed to

Affiliated to the B.M.F.A

You must not fly behind the fixed wing flight line
or over any part of the pits area.

Under no circumstances take off or land in the
pits area.

All craft must have failsafe active and working
which defaults to zero throttle on loss of signal
from RC transmitter. If level 2 failsafe is present
on the FC then this should be set to "Drop"

In the event of a light crash a visual inspection is
required before returning to operation, however
heavy crashes resulting in propeller hub
damage / frame damage / electronics damage
should be powered down and returned to the
pits for through examination before being
returned to operation preferably following an
LOS test flight.

Flying in the Hover Patch

This area is for hover testing helicopters and
drones. Flyers should fly within the hover patch
and take off and landings should be within this
area.

You may fly to either side of the hovering patch,
but you must take care not to enter the area of
the main take off and landing strip. You should
not be flying much higher than ‘head high’

Stunt/racing drones

The dedicated hover patch can be used by FPV
drone flyers piloting models like low level racing
drones.

Air Gates and Turn Markers

Air Gate and Turn Markers may be erected at
any position in the hovering patch.

Air Gate and Turn Markers maybe erected on
the main strip ONLY if no fixed wing pilots are
present and must be removed immediately
should any fixed wing pilots arrive subsequently.

Club number: 55

an incident. It is important then that the pilot
chooses their spotter with care.

If the FPV pilot spots potential problems in the
distance they should be communicate this to
the spotter so they can monitor the situation
and communicate this to other pilots if
necessary.

FPV Flying: The Spotter

Under standard BMFA/CAA guidelines, the
designated spotter does not need a formal
Flyer ID, but they must be briefed and
competent to spot hazards.

Our club’s requirement is that the spotter does
not need to be a club member but should be a
competent rc flyer with an understanding of the
flight characteristics of the aircraft involved.

An A certificate would be a minimum
requirement but we may approve spotters
without a certificate if they can demonstrate to
us that they have sufficient relevant
experience.

FPV Flying on the Hover Patch

On the hover patch a spotter is required all
times to comply with BMFA rules and CAA
Article 16 Authorisation. If multiple stunt/racing
drones are flying strictly within the hover patch
area at low altitude a single spotter rather than
multiple spotters is sufficient. They will liase
with the drone flyers to determine the best
position to observe drones and see and
communicate potential hazards.

FPV Flying on the Fixed Wing Strip

On the Fixed Wing Strip a spotter is required
all times. The spotter should be positioned
directly next to the FPV flyer. They must be
able to talk and communicate clearly without
any electronic aids. The spotter must maintain
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GUIDANCE FOR MULTI ROTOR AIRCRAFT & FPV FLYING AT CHINGFORD

direct unaided visual contact with the airborne
vehicle at all times (no binoculars or screens).

The spotter's view must be sufficient to monitor
the drone's flight path relative to other aircraft,
people, structures, and hazards to warn the pilot
and avoid collisions. When flying at Chingford
Plain special care must be taken to maintain a
safe space from members of the public within
our flying boundary.

FPV Drone flyers should fly on the dedicated
FPV flight line which will be situated behind the
fixed wing flight line to the left hand side of the
pits.

Flying Line of Sight from the Fixed Wing Strip

Affiliated to the B.M.F.A

For line-of-sight flight, helicopter flyers and
drone flyers will take the same position on the
flight line as airplane flyers.

The Flight

You should take your craft to the take off area
before powering up as well as announcing this
to the other pilots, in case there is any video
interference be ready to power down
immediately.

Once powered up and disarmed return to the
FPV flight line and after a visual check of the
flight area you should announce your intention
to take off and if there are no objections proceed
to take off and fly directly forward and away from
the flight line.

It is recommended that after take off you should
climb to a safe height and perform a circuit of
the flight area looking out for any occupied
areas that you will need to avoid whilst flying.

Whilst flying you must keep a minimum distance
of 50M from the general public and animals.

Before landing you should announce your
intention to land and your landing should be on
the dedicated area unless the area or airspace
is congested in which case land on the near
edge of the hover patch. You should power
down your craft before returning to the pits area.

Club number: 55

Sharing Airspace with Fixed Wing Aircraft

Helicopters and drones will usually fly on their
own unless very specific flight lines are agreed
with other fixed wing flyers. Only one drone or
one helicopter may fly with a fixed wing plane
under these restrictive conditions.

If fixed wing flyers see drones or helicopters
flying they should allow them to complete their
flight before attempting to fly their own aircraft.

Low Flying Areas

Low level flying is permitted within the ‘box’ of
the hovering patch.

Low level flying is only permissible over the main
strip if no fixed wing flyers are on the flight line
and you must ascend to a safe height before
reaching either end of the strip. Spotters may
bar low flying at any point on either area if they
feel this is necessary and you should always
comply with their directions.

Other than the two areas above you may not fly
at low level.

FPV Flying First Flight
+ The BMFC Committee has agreed that the FPV

pilot MUST be buddied to the observer / spotter
who shall assume the role of Instructor and hold
the master transmitter. When first taking up FPV
(whatever the size of model) a buddy lead must
be used (or wireless connection) and that the
designated ‘spotter’ has the ‘master’ tx.

Once the pilot can demonstrate to the Club
Safety Officer that they are competent and safe
at taking off, flying circuits and landing safely
back on the patch, they may fly without the
buddy lead, but must always fly with a spotter. If
a model is greater than 3.5KG then the spotter
MUST be the ‘master’ pilot and a buddy lead
MUST be used to ensure that you are flying
within BMFA guidelines and are insured.
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